The study aimed at identifying the attitudes of Jordanian female kindergarten teachers towards children's libraries. It also aimed at identifying whether there is any statistically significant difference -at the statistical significance level of (a ≤ 0.05) -between respondents' attitudes which can be attributed to their years of experience or academic qualifications. The sample consisted of (161) out of 167 (96.4%), female kindergarten teachers in the public schools located in Karak Governorate, Jordan. A questionnaire was used for collecting data. Several statistical methods were used.
Introduction
The childhood stage is considered the most important among the intellectual development stages. It's also considered as the best for acquiring academic and non-academic skills. That is why there are many educational institutions that aim at teaching children several skills, through many educational means. Such institutions include the children's library. The children's libraries serve as a mean for supporting children's socialization and education. If the children are provided with much knowledge, the future will be amazing and nations will have great intellectuals.
Several researchers suggest that the kindergarten stage is a significant stage. They also suggest that children during this stage must be exposed to different stimuli and acquire different experiences. Bloom suggests that the attention provided to one during his early years of life shall affect his cognitive performance in later years of his life. Thus, it is highly significant to provide children with care and education of high quality (cited in Owens, 2002) .
A kindergarten child goes through several developmental stages. It is necessary to meet his needs during all the stages. Therefore, educators must select programs, and curricula that suit each stage (Qatami, 2008) . Paying visits to the children's library shall also participate in meeting the child's developmental needs (Abed Al-Hamid, 2002) .
IFLA Library Services to Children and Young Adults Section (2018) provides that, "The purpose of the children's library is to provide resources and services in a variety of media to meet the needs of children of all ages and abilities for their education, information and personal development. This includes recreation and leisure, and also supporting children's health and wellbeing. Library services for children play an important role in the development and maintenance of a democratic society by offering the child access to a wide and varied range of knowledge, ideas and opinions."
Statement of the Problem:
The problem of this study is represented in exploring the effectiveness of children's libraries in developing children from the perspective of Jordanian female kindergarten teachers in Karak.
The Study's Significance
The present study is considered significant due to the following reasons:
1. It provides a proof about the significance of children's library.
2. It provides a theoretical framework for the researchers who want to conduct similar studies.
3. It shall enrich the literature conducted in the Arab world.
4. It provides recommendations for utilizing children's libraries effectively. In order to achieve these goals, the following requirements must be fulfilled (Abed Al-Hadi, 1988 ):
The Study's Questions
1. Providing a comfortable environment for reading 2. Having qualified and well-trained librarians 3. Having a broad range of information sources that were chosen carefully 4. Organizing the acquisitions of the children's library in a way that encourages the children to use it easily.
5. Providing suitable services and activities that are interesting and meaningful
Types of Children'S Libraries
According to (E'layan, 2006) , there are many types of libraries that provide the children with their services. Some of those libraries are the public libraries, Libraries of elementary schools, kindergarten libraries classroom libraries , home library, and the bookmobile (mobile library).
The Library'S Services Provided for Children
The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA, 2001 ) identify several services provided by the children's libraries. They are: 1. Lending out information sources and providing access to them 2. Helping children in choosing the appropriate materials and involving children in that 3. Developing children's library-related skills 4. Carrying out motivational activities, such as: the activities that encourage children to read
Telling stories

Literature Review
Arabic Literature:
Al-Hilali and Al-Saqri (2011) found that children's libraries are effective in expanding the knowledge of Omani children. They found that children's libraries have a positive impact on children's socialization. Al-Hana'i and AlBour Sa'eedy (2011) found that children's libraries are effective in expanding Omani children's knowledge. They also found that children's libraries have a positive impact on children's personality, development and socialization. Al-Menyawi (2009) found that kindergarten libraries play an effective role in serving the Egyptian community. The study Discussed the children's libraries, their definition and importance to the child and their role in society. She also took pictures of some of the activities presented by the library and discussed their impact on children and the community. Murtada (2008) aimed at exploring the role of kindergarten libraries in Syria through using an observation checklist card, with areas that include: the existence of a library in the kindergarten, a qualified librarian in it, and the library's activities. It was conducted in forty (40) kindergartens located in Damascus, and concluded that the number of kindergarten libraries is inadequate, there isn't any consistency between the types of books, and the Syrian kindergarten libraries do not conduct activities.
Selected Literature in English:
Al-Harbi (2017) carried a study to identify the reality of children's libraries in Kuwait and what are the difficulties facing these libraries from the point of view of their employees. The descriptive approach was used and is best suited for such studies. In order to achieve the objectives set for this study, a structured questionnaire was prepared for this purpose, which was distributed to the study community, which consisted of (85) a teacher who responded to it (70) that is (82.3%) of them. The results showed that the total score for estimating the employees of the children's libraries in Kuwait was medium. The results also indicated that there were no statistically significant differences at the level of significance of the study variables. Samiei, Bush, and Imig, (2015) evaluated participation in the Imagination Library early childhood literacy enrichment program and children's pre-literacy and pre-numeracy skills at kindergarten entry in an urban school district. They found that previous studies have demonstrated that program participation is associated with greater early childhood reading practices. Results presented in this article suggest that program participation is also positively and significantly associated with higher early language and math scores, even after controlling for other key factors associated with kindergarten readiness. These results offer support for policy interventions designed to advance kindergarten readiness by increasing access to early literacy materials for families with young children.
McKenzie and Stooke (2012) discussed early childhood literacy activity programs run by children's libraries and community centers in the Canadian provinces of Ontario and British Columbia, focusing the ways in which these programs and children's librarians align parents' and children's goals towards literacy. The authors look at how early care providers can navigate conflicting social interactions among parents and the unintended consequences of social exclusion of parents and their children from the programs. Topics also include cooperation between library and community early learning programs, and problems of standardizing programs to the detriment of sensitive decision-making regarding children's developmental progress. Nemec (2011) dealt with the age category in which the child must start learning and dealing with books. She concluded that the child can use the book and start learning at any age. She also emphasized the significance of providing the child with high quality services by the library. She also emphasized the significance of making the librarians of children's libraries and kindergarten teachers more qualified. Prendergast (2011) aimed at providing information about a program for early education. This program was carried out by five librarians working at children's libraries. This program aims at developing the child's reading and writing skills during an early age through the kindergarten libraries and public children's libraries. Bailey (2009) aimed at identifying the information sources available at the children's library. He states that such sources must suit children's age, instill positive values, and that reading during the early years of life shall participate in developing the child's personality and academic capabilities in the future.
Borawski (2009) aimed at exploring the effectiveness of learning the meaning of concepts, in developing personality and capabilities in various areas, through playing and the entertainment services that are provided by the children's library.
Comments on the Aforementioned Studies
All the aforementioned studies aimed at shedding a light on the following: There are several things that distinguish the present study from the aforementioned studies. For instance, the present study targets the female kindergarten teachers and explores their attitudes towards the effectiveness of kindergarten libraries in children's development. All these issues are not tackled by the aforementioned studies.
Methodology
The present study adopted a descriptive analytical approach. That was done through using a questionnaire.
The Study's Population and Sample
The population of the present study consisted of all the female kindergarten teachers working at the public schools located at Karak / Jordan. According to the statistics issued about the academic year (2018/2019) by the Planning Department of the Karak Directorate of Education, there are (167) female public kindergarten teachers. The questionnaire was distributed to all the members of the population. However, 159 questionnaire forms were retrieved. One questionnaire form was excluded because it was not valid for statistical analysis. Thus, the questionnaire forms that were valid for statistical analysis were (161). Thus, the response rate is 96.4%. Table (1) shows the distribution of the study's population according to their years of experience and qualifications
The Study's Instruments
A questionnaire was developed to identify the attitudes of Jordanian female kindergarten teachers at the schools located in Karak towards children's libraries. It consisted of two main parts.
The first part aimed to collect data from the respondents about their years of experience and qualifications.
The second part included items that aim at measuring the respondents' attitudes towards children's libraries.
Three multiple choice answers were provided to each item. These answers are: (agree, neutral, and disagree). The scores of these answers are (3,2, and 1) respectively Table ( 2) below shows the distribution of the questionnaire items according to the variable they measure. Table ( 2). The distribution of the questionnaire items according to the variable they measure
The variable The questionnaire's statement
The identity information areas 1 -5
The developmental areas 6 -12
The social areas 13 -20
The entertainment areas 21 -24
The educational areas 25 -36
The Validity of the Study'S Instrument
The researcher assessed the validity of the instrument's items through passing the instrument to a panel of experts who consists of seven (7) experts. These experts are university professors who teach at Jordanian universities. The researcher asked those experts to provide their comments. In the light of their comments, the necessary changes were made. Such changes include additions, deletions and modifications.
The Reliability of the Study'S Instrument
The researcher measured the reliability of the study's Instrument through using the test-re-test method. That was done through distributing the questionnaire forms to an exploratory sample that consists of twenty (20) female teachers. These teachers were chosen from outside the study's population. The questionnaire forms were distributed again to the same members of the exploratory sample after 15 days. In addition, the researcher calculated the Alpha-Cronbach as (0.86) coefficient to measure the internal consistency.
The Study'S Variables
1)-The independent variables:
Academic qualification -
Years of experience
As for the Academic qualification table (3) shows that: 
Results
The responses were tabulated and analyzed using SSPSS statistical package. The results relating to the first question:
Q.1: What are the attitudes of Jordanian female kindergarten teachers towards children's libraries?
In order to provide an answer for this question, arithmetic means and standard deviations were calculated in accordance with each area. Based on table (4), it can be concluded that the overall attitude of Jordanian female kindergarten teachers in Karak towards children's libraries is moderate due to the total mean is 2.19. The educational areas are ranked first due to having a mean of 2.31 on a three-point Likert Scale. As for the social areas, they are ranked second due to having a mean of 2.26. As for the entertainment areas, they are ranked third due to having a mean of 2.22. As for the developmental areas, they are ranked fourth due to having a mean of 2.10. As for the identity formation areas, they are ranked fifth due to having a mean of 2.08.
That is based on the statistics of the following areas:
The First Area: The identity information area:
The respondents were asked to indicate their attitudes toward the five statements of this area. (2), it is ranked last due to having a mean of 1.59.
Second area: The developmental area:
The respondents were asked to indicate their attitudes toward the seven statements of this area. (21) which states that," The children's library provides various entertainment methods" is ranked first due to having a mean of 2.38. which is high, Statement number (24) which states that, "The children's library provides various entertainment methods was ranked last due to having a mean of (2.17).
Fifth area: The educational area: Vol. 13, No. 7; 2019 towards the role of children's libraries in developing the child in educational areas is Moderate. That is due to having a total mean of (2.3147). Statements (33, 25, 29.36 ) got the highest levels, and ranked (1, 2, 3, 4) in row, and get means of (2.54, 2.45, 2.43, 2.38). Statement number 33 which states that, "The children's library encourages to continue learning throughout his life" was ranked first. As for statement 27, it is ranked last. That due to having mean of 2.18. The latter statement states the following: (The children's library provides books and information sources to the child). Those means indicate that there is much agreement on the statements of this area.
Results Related the Second Question:
Q.2: Is there any statistically significant difference -at the statistical significance level of (a ≤ 0.05) between the attitudes of Jordanian female kindergarten teachers in Karak towards children's libraries which can be attributed to their years of experience or academic qualification?
In order to provide an answer for question (2), the two-way analysis of variance was conducted for each area and all the areas jointly according to the respondents' academic qualification and years of experience. Based on table (10), it appears that there are differences between means. Thus, the two-way analysis of variance was conducted to identify whether these differences are statistically significant. Table (11) shows the results of the two-way analysis of variance Table ( 11) indicates that there are statistically significant differences (α≤0.05) in the level of the trends of kindergartens in Karak towards the children's library due to the variable of the Academic qualification based on the calculated value of sig (0.000). In order to determine the variance of the differences, the Scheffe test was used, and Table ( 12) shows the results of this post-hoc test. Based on Table 12 , it can be concluded that there are statistically significant differences between the positions of diploma, bachelor or postgraduate. The averages indicate that the differences were in favor of the post-graduate, where they obtained the highest averages (2.39). Table ( 13) indicates that there are statistically significant differences (α≤0.05) in the level of trends of kindergartens in Karak towards the children's library due to the variable of the experience based on the calculated value of (f) at (7.475). In order to know the variance of the differences, the Scheffe test was used, and Table 14 shows the results of this post-hoc test. Table ( 14) shows that there are statistically significant differences at the level (α≤ 0.05) due to the variable of the scientific qualification for the holders of the postgraduate certificate, as it obtained the highest mean of (2.3933) as indicated in Table ( 10).
Discussion and Analysis
Discussion Related to the First Question
The results show that the mean of the overall attitude of respondents towards children's libraries is moderate. That is because the schools located in the southern regions of Jordan provide some attention to the children's libraries due to their impact on the child's comprehension skills. This attention indicates that the teacher's performance in carrying out the library-related activities is medium and there is willingness to improve their activities. The expected performance shall be reflected positively on the child.
It should be noted that childhood is considered the most important age category for achieving intellectual development and developing academic and non-academic skills. During this stage, the library plays a significant role in developing one's personality. The library can achieve such development through providing children with books, photos, and meaningful films. The results of the first question are in agreement with the results concluded by Al-Hilali and Al-Saqri (2011) and Al-Hana'i and Al-Bour Sa'eedy (2011).
It was found that the overall attitude of Jordanian female kindergarten teachers in Karak towards the role of children's libraries in developing the child in educational areas is moderate with a total mean of (2.31). To illustrate more, it was concluded that respondents highly believe that the children's library provides a variety of information sources that can fulfill the child's needs. Respondents also believe that the children's library provides the child with knowledge and information on various areas and develops his thinking skills. They also believe that the children's library conducts knowledge-based activities for children. It was also concluded that respondents believe that the children's library expands the children's vision for the future and promotes the self-learning principle among them.
It was concluded that the overall attitude of the Jordanian female kindergarten teachers in Karak towards the role of children's libraries in developing the child in social areas is moderate. To illustrate more, it was concluded that the children's library participates in developing the child's communication and listening kills. It also enables the child to acquire positive habits. It was concluded that the children's library encourages children to practice religious activities and acquire a reading habit.
It was found also that the attitude of respondents towards the role of children's libraries in focusing on entertainment areas is moderate. To illustrate more, it was concluded that respondents highly believe that children's library develops the child's artistic skills and promotes the competitive spirit through competing fairly. This spirit is promoted through holding competitions, and carrying out a variety of entertaining activities to children. It was concluded that respondents highly believe that the children's library encourages children to read during their free time.
It was concluded that the overall attitude of respondents towards the role of children's libraries in developing the child in several developmental areas is moderate. To illustrate more, it was concluded that the children's library participates in developing the child's language, social, and academic skills. It also participates in developing the child's creativity and talents.
It can be concluded that the overall attitude of Jordanian female kindergarten teachers in Karak towards the role of children's libraries in forming child's identity is moderate. Statement (1) is ranked first and statement (2) is ranked last. Statement (1) states the following: (The children's library develops the child's personality). It was concluded that respondents realize that the children's library plays a significant role in forming the child's identity. In addition, it is confirmed that the children's library develops the child's cognition, and personality. It is also confirmed that the children's library can refine the child's talent and develop his inclinations.
Discussion Related to the Second Question
It was concluded that there is statistically significant difference between the attitudes of respondents towards children's libraries attributed to their academic qualification and years of experience. However, it was concluded that there are statistically significant differences between the attitudes of respondents towards children's libraries which can be attributed to their academic qualifications. That is because the respondents have adequate years of experience that enable them to realize the significant role that the children's library plays in the children's socialization. In addition, the respondents' years of experience have enable respondents to identify the significance of the children's library. These years enable respondents to identify the way of providing library services efficiently to children. Providing the library services efficiently involves choosing the right books, and helping children in choosing the suitable reading material. Providing library services efficiently also involves encouraging the children to read and helping them to develop their personal capabilities and social values. In other words, it was concluded that there is a positive relationship between the years of experience of the Jordanian female kindergarten teachers and their ability to meet the goals of the children's library.
It was concluded that there is a positive relationship between the Jordanian female kindergarten teachers and their ability to identify the factors that have a positive impact on work. It was concluded that there is a positive relationship between the Jordanian female kindergarten teachers and how responsible and dedicated they are. It should be noted that the female teachers who have higher academic qualification are capable to provide the services of the children's library more efficiently than others. They are also able to meet the library's goals targeting children. They are more able to meet the children's needs, and make them desire to visit the library. They are also more able to promote respect among children to the library.
The ones with higher academic qualifications are more able to create an environment at the children's library that is suitable for reading, entertaining and acquiring new positive habits and values. Such values and habits may include: self-reliance, and reading habit.
Recommendations
Based on the results of this study, which indicate that the overall attitude of the respondents towards the role of children's libraries is moderate, which means that much effort is needed, the researcher of the present study recommends the following.
The researcher of the present study recommends the following:
